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• Economic loss ($ treatments, quarantine, direct loss, etc…)

• Invasive nonnative pests cost $137 billion per year

• Damage to ecosystem composition, structure, and function 
• interfere w/ ecosystem functions
• reduce native habitat for wildlife 
• can alter fire potential
• can alter wetlands function
• “biological pollution”
• Cost of species extinction

The Costs of Invasives



Invasives arrive through a number of 
VECTORS or PATHWAYS:

• infested nursery stock
• wood products from abroad
• pallets (70% of all imported goods arrive in wooden packing 
material) 

• in soil
• boats/air freight
• on purpose…for ‘good’ reasons



Invasive plants:
• can spread rapidly…no natural predators
• prolific seeders (spread by birds, wind, water)
• form dense plantations that exclude/outcompete other 
vegetation

Old world climbing-fern in cypress 
swamp in FL

Cogon grass in pine stand



Invasive trees and shrubs:

• Tree of heaven (ornamental)
• Mimosa (ornamental)
• Paulownia (high-value wood for 
Japan)

• Burning bush (ornamental)
• Bradford Pear (ornamental)

• Bush honeysuckle 
(ornamental/wildlife)

• Privet (for erosion 
control)

• Autumn olive (for 
wildlife planting)

• Multiflora rose 
(ornamental)



Chinese Silvergrass
• flammable
• planted as an ornamental

Kudzu

Invasive Grasses and Vines

Japanese climbing fern
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Controlling Kudzu


